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miners, on the other hand, wanted me to appoint at least
two extra members myself, or in some fashion to get Bishop
Spalding (whom I myself wanted), and the labor union man
on the commission. I regarded their contention as per-
fectly reasonable, and so informed Bacon and Perkins and
the operators. The operators refused point blank to have
another man added, and Bacon and Perkins came on nearly
wild to say that they had full power to treat on behalf
of the operators, but that no extra man should be added.
Finally it developed that what they meant was that no extra
man should be added if he was a representative of organ-
ized labor; and argue as I could, nothing would make them
change; although they grew more and more hysterical, and
not merely admitted, but insisted, that the failure to agree
meant probable violence and possible social war.

"It took me about two hours before I at last grasped the
fact that the mighty brains of these captains of industry
had formulated the theory that they would rather have
anarchy than tweedledum, but if I would use the word
tweedledee they would hail it as meaning peace. In other
words, that they had not the slightest objection to my ap-
pointing a labor man as an 'eminent sociologist,' and add-
ing Bishop Spalding on my own account, but they preferred
to see the Bed Commune come rather than to have me make
Bishop Spalding or any one else 'the eminent sociologist'
and add the labor man. I instantly told them that I had
not the slightest objection whatever to doing an absurd
thing when it was necessary to meet the objection of an
absurd mind on some vital point, and that I -would cheer-
fully appoint my labor man as the ' eminent sociologist/
It was almost impossible for me to appreciate the instant
and tremendous relief this gave them. They saw nothing
offensive in my language and nothing ridiculous in the
proposition, and Pierpont Morgan and Baer, when called
up by telephone, eagerly ratified the absurdity; and ac-
cordingly, at this utterly unimportant price, we bid fair to
come out of as dangerous a situation as I ever dealt with."